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1ST GRADUATION   January 22, 1915

The first graduating class of  St Joseph’s School of Nursing 

had their ceremony on January 22, 1915. 

Graduation Ceremony was held in Undermount Nurses Residence. 

The ground was covered with a great white blanket. 

The impressive and elaborate ceremony took place at 8 pm in the lecture hall 

amidst prominent members of the Hamilton clergy, laity and medical professions 

who together with friends and relatives, enjoyed the musical programme 

prepared by the 9 young graduates. 

A handsomely engraved medal, given for outstanding work, and huge bouquets of 

pink roses were presented to the nurses. 

Following Graduation exercises the nurses returned to duty with their patients.

St. Joseph’s Graduate pin was designed by Sister St. Basil 

of the Sisters of St. Joseph 

while she was the superintendent of Nurses in 1915. 

Sister M. Gerard Morin ‘15

GRADUATES 1915

There are 8 nurses in the photo

there are 9 names of grads with the photo

record book lists names of 13 graduates

Photos of the Sisters were not permitted in the class photos 

1915 Class Ring



The birth of St. Joseph’s School of Nursing Alumnae Association  

The St. Joseph Hospital Alumnae was organized in 1915  

under the convenorship of Misses Ada Egan and Jean Morin, 

assisted by Mother Helen Superior of the Hospital and Sister St. Basil                        

Superintendent of Nurses.

After much planning and formulating of the constitutions and  

by-laws the nucleus of the present association was formed,  

with  Miss Ella Kelly as president.  

The Alumnae grew and progressed over the years always working 

hand in hand with the School of Nursing. 

The  graduates of the School form the body of the alumnae today.      

Ella Kelly ‘15

was the 1st President of the Nurses Alumnae

She was President from 1915 - 1933 

Past Alumnae Presidents

Back Row:       Iva             Kathleen           Leona            Elizabeth          Eva            Mildred         Irene

Loyst ’24    O’Brien ’24     Hudecki ’41      Quinn ’20     Moran ’20     Hayes ‘27     Murray ‘19

Front Row:                            Doris Crossley ’32                        Ella Kelly ‘15

St Joseph’s 60th Anniversary Celebrations

Solemn High Mass was celebrated on the lawn of Marygrove. Estimated 500 guests attended 

Mass was followed by an open house of the hospital from  2 – 4 pm. 

Guests were met at the door by Sister Superior M Geraldine ’30 then guided through the hospital by 

the nurses. The Ladies Auxiliary of the hospital served tea on the lawn,  

The nurses annual Reunion Dinner was held on the same day, Thursday June 8th, 1950

The graduates attended the 60th Anniversary celebrations. 

This picture of past Alumnae Presidents was taken at the reunion

GRADUATES ATTENDING THE 1947 REUNION

Genevieve Boyes ‘17      Margaret Lenhard ‘16      Nora Finn ‘18      Helen Fagan ‘17      



This plaque was donated by Theresa Sheehan 

in memory of her mother Nora Finn Sheehan, class of 1918

Plaque is mounted on the wall in the hospital library 

The following information is taken from the Foundation Donor Impact Report 2014 – 2015

Theresa Sheehan was born in 1929 at St. Joseph’s Hospital. 

She was a teacher and a world traveler. 

She passed away on April 18, 2013 at age 83 at St. Joseph’s Healthcare. 

In her estate, Theresa set aside a $50,000 donation to St. Joseph’s Healthcare Foundation. 

The gift will support the greatest needs of the hospital and is recognized through a plaque 

that honours the memory of her mother Nora Finn Sheehan for the pioneering example she 

set as a woman, mother, and one of the first nurses trained by the Sisters of St. Joseph of 

Hamilton. 

A Quiz Book of Nursing 

Written by Amy Elizabeth Pope and Thirza A. Pope and Margaret A. Bewley R.N.

and Bertrand E. Taylor  A.A.I.A. and Frederic B. Morlok

Published by G.P.Putnam’s Sons 1909



Donated to the Alumnae by Gladys Wallace Class of 1918 

written by Sarah Tooley

5th Edition

Honorary Life Membership

Presented to Constance Annie Bullock Howard

October 1998

By Dorothy Gleed Marshall, Alumnae President  

Kimber’s Anatomy and Physiology for Nurses

4th revised edition

Published by MacMillan Company 1916

Written by Diana Clifford Kimber and Carolyn E. Gray Reg. N.

1918      Operating Room Staff

Early records indicate Constance Annie Bullock and Gladys Wallace entered St Joseph’s School of Nursing in 2015.

Records indicate they both left the School for a period of time. 

These textbooks contain signatures from these 2 nurses, indicating the year of graduation as 2018.



The nurses residence was called “Undermount” and was opened November 28, 1922 .

Student enrollment was 50 and the building could accommodate 100 students.

The school had an up-to-date teaching unit, libraries and reception room.

The building was erected at a cost of $155,000. 

The furnishings cost another $18,000 for a total cost of $173,000

The building which is laid out in the form of an L and which is 206 feet long, is 

located on John Street South just south of the main buildings of St. Joseph’s Hospital. 

Communication for the nurses and Sisters between the training school and the main 

hospital is afforded through a tunnel, well-lighted and heated which runs under the site 

of the proposed Mountain Roadway and which is 175 feet long. 

Reception Room in Undermount Residence 1922
Undermount Classroom



Elritta Andrews 1923 

Materia Medica for Nurses

Written by A.S. Blumgarten M.D. F.A.C.P. 

3rd Edition

Published by the MacMillan Company 1920

Anatomy and Physiology for Nurses

Written by Diana Clifford Kimber and Carolyn E. Gray R.N. M.A. 

5th Edition

Published by The MacMillan Company 1921

1923         Nurses Alumnae

A linen campaign was launched. 

Embroidered Altar Cloths were purchase by the Alumnae and the Sisters. 

They were sent to a Mission in western Canada. 

The Principles and Practice of Nursing

2nd Edition, revised

Written by Bertha Harmer B.Sc,, R.N.

Published by The MacMillan Company

Published in 1923

Textbook of Anatomy and Physiology For Nurses

5th Edition Revised 

Written by Diana Clifford Kimber

and Carolyn E. Gray R.N., M.A.

Published by the MacMillan Company

Published in 1921



GRADUATION

Wednesday May 16, 1928

3 pm

Undermount Residence



PRIZE WINNERS 1928

Left to right:

Top Row:       Dorothy Pitt proficiency in bedside nursing

Genevieve Murray    2nd prize for general proficiency

Basilia Cronin             proficiency in medical nursing and examination

Lower Row:   Annette Egerton       1st prize for general proficiency

Mabelle Clifford       proficiency in  gynecological nursing and examination 

Graduation ceremonies took place in Undermount  Nurses Residence on May 16, 1928. 

There were 32 graduates, the largest graduating class at St. Joseph’s Hospital. 

Dr L. R. Hess, chairman of the medical staff, was the chairman of the afternoon. 

Right Rev. J. T. McNally made the presentation of diplomas and medals were made to the graduates

Mayor Burton wished the graduates every joy and success.  

He had had experience with the work of the nurses in the great war and had a very sincere respect for the nursing Sisters of Canada.  

Dr H. J. Sullivan congratulated the young nurses. 

Service to humanity was the chief aim of nurses. 

Their responsibilities were three-fold: to the patient, to the doctors and to themselves

Nurses Alumnae     1928 

A hospital bed was procured for an Alumnae 

member who was very ill at home

Basilla Cronin ‘28  

1933    Basilla served on the Nurses Alumnae Executive as the Representative to the Canadian Nurse 

Eileen Melody’28       

1933 - 1934   Eileen served on the Nurses Alumnae Executive as a member of the executive committee 

1935 – 1936   Eileen served as the Treasurer 

Helen McManamy’28

was a member of the dance committee for the Chrysanthemum Ball 1961

Identified in the picture

Leona Johnson Hudecki ’41 and her husband Dr Stanley Hudecki orthopedic surgeon 



Graduation 1958-------Mothers and their Daughters

Lorraine         Fay Clark         Mary Ruf Margaret          Mabel Clifford      Sheila

Groleau’58     Groleau’31     Hastings’32      Hastings’58          O’Day’28              O’Day’58

Mabel Clifford O’Day was a graduate in the class of 1928.

Sheila O’Day Reilly, her daughter, was a graduate in the class of 1958. 

Sheila donated her mother’s grad ring to the Alumnae Archives. 

Mabel Clifford’28

Sheila O’Day Reilly ‘58

St Joseph’s School of Nursing Ring

1928

Written by her daughter

Sheila O’Day Reilly ‘58

Sister Camilla’26,   Sister Cordulla’28 



1929 Parham Building

Practical Nursing

Written by Anna Caroline Maxwell and Amy Elizabeth Pope 

3rd Edition

Published by G.P. Putnam’s Sons 1924

Blanche McKenna’33 

1934 Blanche served on the Nurses Alumnae Executive as Representative to the Canadian Nurse

1935 – 1936  Blanche served on the Executive as the Secretary   

Mary Sinnett’33

1935 – 1936  Mary served on the Nurses Alumnae Executive on the Executive Committee 

Textbook of Anatomy and Physiology

3rd Edition

Written by Jesse Feiring Williams M.D.

Published in 1931

Published by W.B. Saunders Company



Graduation ceremonies were held in Undermount Nurses Residence.  There were 33 graduates in the class of 1938

Nan Halliday, Eva Wooden, Rita Lynch, Dorothy Healey, Mary Kirchner, Evelyn Fleming, Violet Jennings, Vera Furry,  Alice Mauchan, Florence Fearman, Mildred Sawyer, 

Stella Ruth, Dorothy Burton, Zita Warren, Margaret Davidson, Helen Bennett, Winifred Filer, Kathleen Holman, Norah Richardson, Margaret Phillips, Marion Wright,

Anne Hoskin, Dorothy Nicol,  Mary Hurst, Kathleen McCarthy, Marie Bodendistel, Helen Corrigan, Margaret Gillen, Dorothy Williams, Sophie Patzalek, Nina Hinks, 

Rose Stelman, Margaret Maloney

Items that belonged to Kathleen McCarthy’38

Graduation Pin, Charm Bracelet with St. Joseph’s School of Nursing Charm, and 2 additional charms.



GRADUATION

Wednesday June 8, 1938

3 pm

Undermount Residence

January Class of 1938

Margaret Davidson

Florence Fearman

Evelyn Fleming

Winifred Filer

Margaret Gillen

Kathleen Holman

Anne Hoskin

Violet Jennings

Rita Lynch

Mildred Sawyer

Zita Warren

Dorothy Williams

September Class of 1938

Helen Bennett

Marie Bodensteil

Dorothy Burton

Helen Corrigan

Dorothy Healey

Vera Furey

Nan Halliday

Mary Kirchner

Nina Hinks

Mary Hurst

Alice Mauchan

Margaret Maloney

Kathleen McCarthy

Dorothy Nicol

Sophie Patzalek

Margaret Phillips

Norah Richardson

Stella Ruth

Rose Stelman

Marion Wright

Eva Wooden

Coming off night shift  8 am

The Development of Babies Teeth

Written by W.J. Brough M.D.

Diseases of Children for Nurses

6th Edition

Written by Robert S. McCombs M.D.

Published in 1930 

Published by W.B. Saunders Company



1934 Health Almanac

Issued by the Department of Health of Ontario

Parliament Buildings Toronto

Textbook of Materia Medica, Pharmacology and Therapeutics 

7th Edition

Written by A. S. Blumgarten, M.D., F.A.C.P.

Published by The MacMillan Company 1937

Essential of Pediatrics for Nurses 

3rd Edition

Written by Philip C. Jeans, A.B.,  M. D. 

and Winifred Rand, A.B.,  R. N. 

Published by J. B. Lippincott Company 1936
REUNION DAY 1988

The class of 1938 were celebrating their 50th Anniversary.

Violet                Edith           Helen           Nina

Jennings’38      Douglas     Caraba;42     Hinks’38

Pattee’s Dietetics

Diet in Health and Disease 

18th Edition

Written by Alida Frances Pattee

Published by A.E. Pattee Publisher, New York in 1931



Instructors 1938

Miss Roach, Miss Webster

Identified in this picture: “Probies”  

Left to right

Violet Jennings,  Peggy Davidson,  Miss Webster (Instructor),  

Evelyn Fleming, Florence Fearman, Anne Hoskin,  Winnifred Filer

Identified in this picture: “Probies”

Top row          Peggy Davidson

Middle row    Florence Fearman,      Zita Warren 

Front row       Winnifred Filer,    Evelyn Fleming          
Class of 1960 dedicated their yearbook to Violet Jennings’38

She had been on the teaching staff of St Joseph’s 

School of Nursing for 27 years

Dictionary for Nurses

4th Edition

Written by Lois Oakes S.R.N., D.N.

and Thos. B. Davie B.A., M.D. M.R.C.P.

Published by E. & S. Livingstone, Edinborough in 1936



Dorothy Williams ‘38

Margaret Davidson ‘38

Dorothy was a graduate of the class of 1938. She then earned a B. Sc. N. from New York University,

and a Master’s Degree in Nursing from the  Catholic University in Washington D. C.

She served as a first lieutenant in the Royal Canadian Air Force, as instructor, Psychiatric Nursing, 

University of  Hawaii and as Director of Nursing Services, LBJ Tropical medical Centre 

American Samoa.

She had also been an instructor in the Nicholls State University nursing program until her retirement.

She had continued to teach psychiatric nursing at the university on a part time basis. 

In addition to membership in the Thibodaux District Nurses Association, Dorothy belonged to

the Louisiana State Nurses Association, American Nurses Association and the National League

for Nursing 

Nina Hinks’38

1943 Nina served on the Nurses Alumnae Executive as the representative to the R.N.A.O.

1944 - 1945    Nina served  on the executive committee

1949               Nina served on the executive as representative to the Canadian Nurse

Violet Jennings’38

1943 Violet served on the Nurses Alumnae Executive on the executive committee

1944 – 1945      Violet served on the executive committee



Dorothy Williams ’38  Winnifred Filer ‘38

Text Book of the Principles and Practice of Nursing 

3rd Edition

Written by Bertha Harmer, R.N., B.S., A.M. (Columbus University)

Published by The MacMillan Company 1936
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